(From left) Author Gautam 5en, Arvind Singhji of Mewar and French ambassador Jerome Bonnafont raise a toast to the
coffee table baok, The Maharajas and their Magnificent Motor Cars, at the French embassy on Wednesday evening

By Ranojoy Mukerji

APPY hours desc-
ended on the French
embassy as the glit-
teratl, the chatterati,
the royalty, old mo-
ney, new money ancd
the yvet-to-acquire money came for-
ward for the launch of scribe Gau-
tam Sen's book on royalty and their
cars, titled The Maharajoas & Their
Magmificent Motor Cars on
Wednesday evening.

It is worth noting that in the
early 20th century, Indian noy-
alty gave a higher preference to
Ehedr motors than thelr canines
or their spouses (the latter two
nol necessarily in that order),
and if it were not for Indian
roval patronage, many fine jewe-
elers, coach-Turdkding and cus-
tomising companies from Eur-
ope would have gone down
under pretty easily.

It has become fashionable for
Journalists to write books thess
days and Sen utilises his deep
Enowiedge and access toalot of
hidden treasures of information
on early mobor cars from the oo-
ntinent to write a rare gem of &
picture Dok

ollector of so-
M i
wxaf moboring
tfully at his museum in the gy
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Sen's book, which
fizhed in French, has been well
received in France,

Sen spoke abouwt the book a
few minutes laber and reminded
the audience how

A royal jaunt
from the past

French cars were without
mentioning the fact that they
never ran properdy. That credit
should go to the Germans, and
nowadays, to the Japanese
Other eminent speakers who
spoke of their collestions with
passion were Nitin Dossa, Ravi
Prakash and Difjeet Titus Two
vintage cars from Titus's collec-
Lon were also on display: a 1834
Raolls-Rao ZO2E T Passenger
Sedan iconchbuilt by Kellner,
France) and a 1830 Stutz Series
Speadster, Dual

The evening alr was conducive
bo Oying ki % pnd the French
wine was hendy, s0 after nbout
half-an-hour of the start of the
cocktalls, everybody became
friends enough to display bon
homis, which anly splritual
uplifiment can otherwise hring
Singhji seemed [0 he enjoving
the evening too as the Indies
milled arowvnd him and the
wannabes gol thelr photos
clicked with him.

AS the legends of cars merged
with the stars urder a clear sky,
it indeed turned out to be o won
derful evening!




